XI-

TiE PAWS OF SAPTA-SINPIU, TIESR EXPANSION IN WESTERN

ASIA AND TBE1R INFLUENCE ON SEMITIC, EGYPTIAN

AND GREEK CIVILISATIONS.

The Pa^is have been mentioned more than once in  the

previous chapters,   We have shown that they were Aryans,
belonging to the trading class, who traded not only on land
but also by sea, and  were   notorious  for their" avarice and
money-grabbing spirit that made them  highly unpopular with
the cultured Aryans.   They were a community by themselves,
selfish, narrow-minded, Intent only on their own business and
gain, and seldom coming In contact with the high culture and
speculative thoughts of their   advanced neighbours.   They
did not perform the same  sacrifice,   nor worship the  same
Gods as the cultured Aryans  did,  which  made them  incur
their displeasure, nay,   hatred.   They  lived   on   the  eastern
sea-coast of Sapta-Sindhu, on the banks of the  Gangu, and
were famous builders of ships, for the  construction  of which
they procured suitable timbers from  the  Himalaya,  which
probably were brought down the stream  in  floats.   Though
hated and persecuted by the Vedic  Aryans,  they probably
continued to live in Sapta-Sindhu as long as their route over
the sea remained open.   It  was only  when  the  Rajputana
Sea disappeared and cut them off from the  outer world that
they probably thought of abandoning  their  native home in
search of a land that would give a   free scope to their
trading and sea-roving propensities,   T hose  that remained
In the country gradually became  Incorporated into the Vedic
Aryan society, and became the   ancestors of the  Vapks
of later  times,   who   formed   the   third  twice-born caste,
known as the Vai$ya caste.   Even in later Sanskrit Lexicons,
the Vaniks came to be  identified with the P*$ili*s who
were no other than the  Paps of Rgvedic times.1    That
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